CHAPTER III
VERSAILLES TO LOCARNO

BY 1920 treaties of peace between victors and van-
quished had been signed, though it should be noted
here that the ILS.A. disowned the action of President
Wilson, refused to ratify the peace treaties, and declined -
to enter the League. Turkey alone, amongst the ex-
enemy Powers, succeeded in postponing a settlement
until 1923, by which time the Allies were thankful to
give a revived and nationalist Republican Turkey peace
terms far superior to those it was intended she should
receive in 1920*
At this time most of Europe was in confusion, and the
peoples weary unto death. The ravages of the World
War had to be repaired and a fresh start had to be made.
The leadership in this matter necessarily lay in the hands
of the Allied Powers, and this meant Great Britain and
France, since the U.S A had withdrawn from European
affairs, whilst Japan was chiefly concerned with exploit-
ing the confusions of the time so as to extend her Empire
in the Far East. Italy was in chaos, and grievously dis-
appointed at the treatment she had received from her
fellow Allies in the sharing out of the spoils. Russia was
in the hands of a small group of Communists determined
at that time to bring about world revolution as a prelude